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not work with men whose motives were less pure than his own.
He was not really a parliamentarian; he was a prophet.1

Salmeron said; when he first entered public life, that he
entered it only temporarily, and that his proper place was the
university. His lectures, at any rate towards the end of his life,
were generally at five in the afternoon. Groups of men, not all
of whom had the air of students, might be seen waiting in the
funereal corridors of the University of Madrid. Then there
appeared

a tall man, like a St Paul,3 with olive complexion and the face.of a
consumptive; large and expressive eyes, a moustache and a well-
trimmed beard. He wore a frock coat which hung like a cassock, a
soft biretta, stand-up collar and knotted tie; from the top pocket of
his coat stuck out the corner of a white handkerchief.

He seemed a very polished democrat. He walked with his head
down, but kept his penetrating gaze fixed. And as if to complete his
person, he never went without his walking-stick, which he struck
on the ground with fury and calm in turn. No one would have
thought that this man, could possibly be an ex-president of the
Spanish Republic. As he passed the waiting groups, he greeted them
with amiability and an exquisite courtesy.3

Salmeron's audience was characteristic. He generally had no
official pupils; and when he had, they were few, and usually
from the provinces. The horror which the University of Madrid
felt for the lectures of Salmer6n was surprising. "Do you know
what you are doing?" a Madrid student asked one from
Barcelona, who had just matriculated for the course. "You
will only go there to masturbate your intelligence." In spite
of that, Salmeron was never without a constant and regular
audience composed of young and old, serious students, and
amateurs not taking any special course of study. Saturday, the

1 Information from a contemporary.

3 It is recorded however that Paul was short (Acts of Paul and Theck, 3)
and die authority is said to be good.

3 Carreras i Artau, Introduccio a k historia delpensanientjilosofic a Catalunya,
255.